
MINUTES 

ATHENS MUNICIPAL-REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

ROLL CALL 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
Chairperson Tom Hamilton 
Eric Newberry 
Janice Hardaway 
Ralph Fenton 
Jon a Garrett 
Yvonne Raper 
Dick Pelley 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

May 2, 2016 

12:00P.M. 

CONFERENCE ROOM 

MEMBERS ABSENT 

1. Approval of March 28, 2016 work session minutes 

OTHERS ATTENDING 
Anthony Casteel 
Gene McConkey 
Gene Harrill 
Mary Scudder 
Jim Dyer 
Shane Arnold 
Andy Brusseau 
Shawn Lindsey 
Doug Keene 
Jason Luallen 

The minutes of the March 28, 20 I 6, work session were read and approved on motion by 
Ralph Fenton; seconded by Yvonne Raper; vote- unanimous 

2. Approval of April 25, 2016 work session minutes 

The minutes of the April 25, 201 6, work session were read and approved on motion by 
Ralph Fenton; seconded by Chairperson Hamilton; vote- unanimous 

3. Approval of the March 7, 2016 regular minutes 

The minutes of the March 7, 2016, meeting were read and approved on motion by Eric 
Newberry; seconded by Ralph Fenton; vote- unanimous 

AMENDED MOTION: To approve the minutes as corrected. 



MADE: 
SECOND: 

VOTE: 

OLD BUSINESS 

Eric Newberry 
Ralph Fenton 
Unanimous 
MOTION PASSED 

There was no old business to discuss. 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Recommendation on rezoning request by Christ's Legacy Academy Inc , to change a 
Parcel identified as Tax Map 057 Parcel 089.01 located on E. Madison Avenue from B-1 
Local Business District to the R-2 Medium Density Residential District containing 12.9 
acres. 

Mr. Jason Luallen and Mr. Shane Arnold represented Christ s Legacy Academy. 
Mr. Casteel asked them if they had search and found any deed restrictions and 
they said they did not find any. However, they did find the old subdivided lots 
within that boundary. Mr. Luallen asked since it i in Christ s Legacy' property, 
do they still need to request those lines be abandoned. Mr. Casteel said yes, if thev 
are going to build across them but it is according to where the school is going lay 
on that property. 

Mr. Luallen asked if Mr. Casteel woul,d tell them the next steps, they need to take. 
Chairperson Hamilton told them they need to make their plans since they do not 
know what they are building. 

MOTION: 

MADE: 
SECOND: 

VOTE: 

To approve the rezoning request as presented. 

Dick Pelley 
Eric Newberry 
Unanimous 
MOTION PASSED 

2. Final Plat Approval for Katanbaf Propeties , LLC: the property (Tax Map 0571 Group 
D Parcel 024.00) is located on Eastanalle A venue, Hicks Street, Houston Street and 
Central Avenue where multiple platted lots are being abandoned into one (1) parcel 
contains 20.03 acres. 

hristian Medders said this piece of property used to be the old Athens Stove 

Works Building. There was an old subdivision plat from 1911, that went to 

auction and the people who built Athens Stove Works purchased all that land and 
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now another company is buying this property and they are trying to clean up the 
deed. They are trying to get rid of all those old auction lots that were underneath 
this piece 0f property and creating three pieces of property out of all those lots 
that were created underneath the Athens Stove Works building. They are getting 
rid of everything and making one 1 5.1 6 acre piece of property. 

Yvonne Raper asked (m aking referenc to the plat) if they were existing lots 
underneath the Athens Stove Works. Mr. Medders said yes. they are trying to get 
rid of all those so when they create the new deed; they will have three parcels 
instead of fifty parcels. 

MOTION: 
presented. 

MADE: 
SECOND: 

VOTE: 

To approve the final plat for Katanbaf Properties, LLC, as 

Dick Pelley 
Eric Newberry 
Unanimous 
MOTION PASSED 

3. Final Plat Approval for Richard Harrill: the property (Tax Map 056C Group D 
Parcels 026.00, 029.00 and 030.00) is located on Velma Road, George Street and 
Congress Parkway, the two (2) lot subdivision contains 1 .48 acres. 

Mr. Medders said that Mr. Harrill is selling the .19 acres and they want to take 
and abandon it to lot 1 9  and making it where the library used to be. He is keeping 
a 50 ft. strip up to his lot 4 and they are splitting lot in half and instead of making 
3 lots they are making 2 out of it. 

MOTION: 

MADE: 
SECOND: 

VOTE: 

To approve the request as presented. 

Dick Pelley 
Jona Garrett 
Unanimous 
MOTION PASSED 

4. Final Plat Approval for Athens Property Group LLC: the property fronts on County 
Road 378 within the City of Athens Growth Boundary, (Parcel Map 048 Parcel 61 .00) 
plat is abandoning 43 lots back into the parent tract recreating the original one (1) parcel 
that contains 34.55 acres. 
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Mr. Medders said that Mr. Womac asked him to get a line abandonment plat 
together for the Foxwood Subdivision. 

Doug Keene, who is Stan Womac's partner, addressed the Commission. He said 
that Mr. Womac in a partnership as a minority owner with two men from Illinois. 
The LLC took thi property down, they did not get along all that well together. 
and nothing moved forward. Stan called Mr. Keene and asked him to come up. 
Mr. Keene said they wish to keep the 43 lots as platted; they wish to fmish the 
improvements that are being required by this Planning Commission, such that we 
may turn the road over to the appropriate authorities and begin selling lots. He 
said he told Stan, "at the rate these lots will sell on this particular market, he does 
not have any particular desire to leave 1 5  acres over there as 'phase two' five or 
six years down the road. He said he plans to have Mr. Medders do a drawing for 
him and he plans to turn it into three. five-acre tracts and sell them individually 
just as five-acre tracts while they begin to build houses upon top. He said he 
understands there is a performance bond in place and they would like to leave it in 
place. He said retained an attorney to prepare a document which will transfer his 
partner's interest over to Stan; they are buying them out and he will be the I 00% 
owner of this property. They plan to move forward; they've retained Rick Lay and 
they already have interest on a couple of five-acre tracts and on some of the lots. 
There are some details they have to finish before they can get the work done: they 
have to convey the lots. convey the road over to the appropriate authority, and he 
is in the middle of all that right now. 

Mr. Womac said his CPA is working now to get the "LLC" reinstated. 

Chairperson Hamilton said the Agenda Item placed on the Agenda at the Work 
Session was to abandon these lot lines. 
Mr. Keene said he understands that was discussed, but after he became involved, 
that i no longer the intention. 

Chairperson Han1ilton stated, that never the less. that is what is on the table. He 
said the Commission voted for the City of Athens to start the process of revoking 
the bond. 

Mr. ewberry said AUB (Athens Utilities Board) is on a separate line of credit 

and they will have to have a lot things done for them also; a whole as they did not 
realize how bad shape it was in. 

Mr. Keene said he has a li.st that he received that appears to be a bit substantial, 

but they do intend to address them if that is what Mr. Newberry is talking about. 

Mr. Newberry said these lines are split into smaller Lots. A lot of the infrastructure 

they had in place went out the window because they do not have meter service at 

boundary and they do not have necessary sewer service; there is much utility 
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work to be done. Mr. Newberry asked if they had to deny the Agenda Item since 
tbey no longer want to abandon the lot lines. 

Mr. Casteel stated that he recommended denial as well considering they do not 
have all the owners of the LLC cmrently presenting to sign and they cannot 
approve it witl10ut everyone having an owner interest in it to sign the plat today. 

MOTION: 

MADE: 
SECOND: 

VOTE: 

To deny the originaJ agenda item of final plat approval for the 43 
lot line abandonment. 

Dick Pelley 
Ralph Fenton 
Unanimous 
MOTION PASSED 

5. Public hearing and Amendment of Subdivision Regulations to add a 16ft One-way 
street pavement width requirement to Section 73. Minimum Street Pavement Widths as 

item "h". 

Mr. Lind ey said they did not have anything to go on, and they had a request from 
the railroad company to modify Tell Street to make it a one-way street. They had 
nothing in their regulations to tell how narrow a one-way street should be. They 
agreed for 16 feet on a one-way street. 

There was a brief discussion. 

MOTION: To make a recommendation of a new bullet in Section 73 in 
between "alleys and cui de sacs" be added One-Way Street pavement width a 
minimum of 16 feet with no on-stree parking. 

MADE: 
SECOND: 

VOTE: 

Eric Newberry 
Ralph Fenton 
Unanimous 
MOTION PASSED 

6. Review and recommendation of allowing parcels in the B-2 and B-3 District to have 

more than 1 pole or ground sign per parcel/lot as provided in Section 4.12.E.2. 

Mr. Casteel addressed the Commission and told them what they have regarding 

this Agenda Item came out of the Zoning Code. It is verbatim right out of tl1e 

Zoning Code and everything in "italics" is "E" and what it says, (the bold line 
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and emphasis was wrote by Mr. Casteel because that is the way it is wrote in B-2 
& B-3) No more than one pole or ground sign per parcel or lot. 

There was further discussion as to whether some business locations in the City of 
Athens are out of compliance. It was assumed that the businesses out of 
compliance are grandfathered in "legal non-conforming." 

There was further discussion. 

MOTION: 

MADE: 
SECOND: 

VOTE: 

To recommend to City Council that they leave Section 4.12.E.2. as 
written to only allow one pole or ground sign per parcel. 

Eric Newberry 
Ralph Fenton 
Unanimous 
MOTION PASSED 

7. Review and recommendation concerning amending Child Care Facility Requirements 

in Section 4.24 and 4.24.01. 

Chairperson Hamilton said that the only difference between a chil.d care facility 
and a child care facility accessory use to ohu1·ches. is in the description that 
requires a church be located on the same site as the child care facility. 

Mr. Casteel said they did not know why the zoning code was written to give more 
restriction to a church than it would a chao) or anyone else running a child care 
facility. 

There was further discussion. 

MOTION: 

MADE: 
SECOND: 

VOTE: 

To eliminate Section 4.24.01 as directed by staff. 

Dick Pelley 
Ralph Fenton 
Unanimous 
MOTION PASSED 

8. Discussion concerning definition of a school 

There was some djscussion and it was agreed upon that Fire Chief Jim Dyer to 
come back with the proper definitlon the word school." 
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PETITIONS AND REQUESTS FROM AUDIENCE 

There were no petitions or request from the audience. 

STAFF REPORT 

There was no staff report given. 
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